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Safety in Focus

Cultivating Safety in Agricultural Practices

One of the most dangerous jobs in the United States is farming. Among the
hazards faced by farmers, farm workers and family members, is contact with
electrical equipment. However, with proper planning and safety procedures,
the risk of having an accident involving electricity can be greatly reduced:

Keep a 10-foot minimum distance around power
lines—above, below and to the side.

Use a spotter when moving machinery around
the farm. It can be difficult to judge how close a
piece of machinery is from the driver’s seat.

Use caution when handling long items such as
irrigation pipe, ladders and rods. Coming too
close to a power line can cause electricity to arc,
or “jump” to conducting material or objects.

Be aware of increased height when loading and
transporting tractors on trailer beds. Many trac-
tors are now equipped with radios and commu-
nications systems that have very tall antennas
extending from the cab that could make contact
with power lines.

Avoid raising the arms of planters, cultivators or
truck beds near power lines.

Never attempt to raise or move a power line to
clear a path.

Remember, even non-metallic materials such as
lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes and hay will con-
duct electricity depending on dampness, dust
and dirt contamination.

Overhead electric wires are not the only source
of electrical contact that can result in a serious
incident. Pole guy wires, used to stabilize utility
poles, are grounded. However, when one of the
guy wires is broken it can come in contact with
energized wires. This can cause those ground-
ed wires to become anything but harmless. If
you hit a guy wire and break it, call Minnesota
Valley to fix it. Do not do it yourself.

If your equipment does come into contact with
power lines, stay in the cab and call for help;
Minnesota Valley needs to be notified. Even if a
line has landed on the ground, there is still po-
tential for the area to be energized. Warn others
who may be nearby to stay away and wait until
Minnesota Valley arrives.

If leaving the cab is necessary, as in the case of
fire, the proper action is to jump—not step—with
both feet hitting the ground at the same time.
Do not allow any part of your body to touch the
equipment and the ground at the same time.
Hop to safety, keeping both feet together as
you leave the area. Once you get away from
the equipment, never attempt to get back on

or even touch the equipment before the power
has been shut off.




Plan Ahead to Call Before You Dig

Spring is nearing and yard projects are on our minds, but before you put
a shovel in the ground, make sure you are taking all the steps to be safe.
Digging without calling 811, even for the smallest projects, could leave
neighborhoods in the dark, cause thousands of dollars in damages or
cause severe electrical shock, even death.

Make sure to plan ahead and call in advance.
The 811 “Call Before You Dig” number will
route you to the locating service serving
your area. Tell the operator where and when
you plan to dig and what type of work you
will be doing. From there, it takes a few busi-
ness days for a professional to come mark
the public utilities with flags or spray paint.
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Keep in mind, 811 locators do not locate
privately installed facilities. If you have

any private utilities, you will need to hire
a private utility locator. Some examples Know what's be'°w' )
of private utilities include: underground ca“ hefore you dig.

sprinkler system, invisible fences, data
communication systems, private water
systems or gas piping to an outbuilding.

Power Line Safety after the Storm

Storms can happen any time of the year. Minnesota Valley wants every-
one to be aware and cautious of potential hazards that could be encoun-
tered during storm clean up and recovery. Here are some important tips

to keep in mind after a storm:

¢ When you see power lines on the ground
following a storm, stay away, warn others
to stay away and contact Minnesota Valley.
Lines do not have to be arcing or sparking to
be live. Any utility wire, including telephone
or cable lines sagging or down, could be in
contact with an energized power line making
them also very dangerous, so stay away
from all of them. Never drive over a downed
line; it could cause poles or other equipment
to come crashing down.

¢ Be alert to the possibility that tree limbs or
debris may hide an electrical hazard. Keep in
mind a downed power line that is energized
can cause other things around it to become
potentially hazardous, traveling through the
ground to other metal objects like chain link
fences or metal culverts.

¢ Keep in mind that a line that is indeed
“dead” could become energized during
power restoration efforts or improper use of
generators.
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¢ |f you are in a car which has come in contact
with a downed power line, stay in your vehicle
and wait until the utility has arrived and de-en-
ergized the line. Warn others not to approach
the car. If you must leave the car—only in the
case of fire—jump free without touching the
ground and auto at the same time, keeping both
feet together. Then continue to keep both feet
together and hop to safety.

+ A live wire touching the ground causes electric-
ity to fan out in a pool and the action of walking
or running allows one foot to move from one
voltage zone to another. Your body then be-
comes the path for the electricity and electrocu-
tion is the tragic result.

¢ If you use a portable generator, be sure a trans-
fer safety switch has been installed or connect
the appliance(s) directly to the generator. This
prevents electricity from traveling back through
the power lines—known as “back feed.” Back
feed creates danger for anyone near lines, par-
ticularly crews working to restore power.




Minnesota Valley Cooperative

E) =

:Employees

2
i
Pe
s

4

serations

Back Row: Pat Carruth, Bob Kratz, Bob Walsh Back Row: Don Snell, Scott Monson, Eric Wollschlager
Front Row: Jill Sand, Jill Rothschadl Front Row: Mark Sweno, Brandon Bjelland, Stacey Boike

Linemen

Back Row:

Blake Lymburner, Joe Schultz, Dave Dieter,
James Hughes, Loyd Canatsey, Trevor
Diggins

Front Row:

Dustin Cole, Kent Smith, Andy Johnson,
Mitch Christensen, Eric Landmark

HEADQUARTERS
Montevideo, MN

YEAR FOUNDED
1937

NUMBER OF MEMBERS
4,424

NUMBER OF ACTIVE SERVICES
5,271

NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES
29

NUMBER OF SUBSTATIONS
16
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Office Services Member Services

Left to Right: Tracie Peterson, Lacey Wintz, Jill Strand Back Row: Duane O’Malley, Mark Johnson
Front Row: Scott Kubesh, Jerrad Perkins

SmartHub

SmartHub is a web and mobile app that ® B
allows you to interact with us like

never before. View and pay your bill, .\
monitor your use 24/7,

report service issues and s m Q ft
more. Billing notifications _
will ensure you never miss a payment, | /
which you can make through the app @ |
or on the web with just a few clicks. []

MILES OF LINE DENSITY
Total: 3,279 1.74 Services per Mile S
Transmission: 242 WHOLESALE POWER SOURCES -
Overhead: 2,682 Basin Electric

Underground: 355 Western Area Power

Administration (WAPA)S*=X
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Electrical Safety Demonstration

Minnesota Valley offers free electrical safety
demonstrations each year. Many different class-
rooms across our service territory have taken ad-
vantage of this fun and educational opportunity
to teach their students about the dangers of elec-

tricity. Be sure to have your local teachers and

school administration contact Minnesota

Valley for more ¢ information!

Scholarships and Youth Tour

Every year, Minnesota Valley partners with Ba-
sin Electric to sponsor educational scholarships
for youth across our service territory. Minnesota
Valley also sends one high school sophomore or
junior on the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour to
Washington, D.C. every summer.
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Since 1995, co-op members, employees and directors
have supported many projects, organizations, individ-
uals and families in our area communities with their
donations to Operation Round Up. If you have any
questions about how to apply for funds, contact Min-
nesota Valley. Also, make sure to stop by the Operation
Round Up booth at the Annual Meeting to sign up!

Basin Tour

Again this summer, Minnesota Valley will be
sending a group of co-op members on the Basin
Tour. This tour provides a unique opportunity to
learn what is involved in the process of bringing
electricity into our lives. The trip includes a tour
of the Garrison Dam, a visit to Antelope Valley
Station and a trip into the world of coal mining
at the Coteau Freedom Coal Mine. Be sure to sign
_up for a chance to win at the Annual Meeting!
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