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controlled by their members, who actively
participate in setting policies and making
decisions.
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Members contribute to, and democratically
control, the capital of their cooperative.

Autonomy and
4 Independence:
o

Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help orga-
nizations controlled by their members.
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Member Services

Cooperatives provide education and training
for their members, elected representatives,
managers and employees so they can con-
tribute e ectively to the development of their
cooperative.
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Cooperative serve their members most ef-
fectively and strengthen the cooperative by
working together.
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tives work for the sustainable development of
their communities.
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Basin Tour

We all flip a light switch, get a glass of cold
milk from the refrigerator, watch TV and do
countless other things without even think-
ing about the electricity that allows us to
do them. It's something we have come to
take for granted. But co-op members who
have attended the annual Basin Tour, stop
to think about what they learned each time
they use something that uses electricity.

Again in 2017, Minnesota Valley will be
sending co-op members on the Basin Tour.
This trip includes a tour of the Garrison
Dam, a resource used for hydroelectric
power production, flood control, irrigation,
recreation, municipal and industrial water
supply and downstream navigation; a visit
to the Antelope Valley Station, where you
are able to see the process of generating
electricity and a trip into the world of coal
mining at the Coteau Freedom Coal Mine,
where you see how the over burden is re-
moved in order to get to the coal seam and
also viewed land reclamation efforts.

Along with all the fun, traveling and food,
tour members learn “the story behind the
switch” It is remarkable to learn what is
actually involved in the process of bringing
electricity into our lives.
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